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rlaware Bar Loses Its Nestor

In Retirement of Alex. B. Cooper

-~ Lawyers of This State
_.Aheé retirement of Hon. Alexander B.
[Cooper from the active practice of the
law, as announced a few days agd, re-
moves from the bar one of its ablest
and - most. interesting members. Mr.,
Cooper was the oldest practicing lawyer
of this county at the time of giving up,
his work. He is in his 80th year,—will
have attained his four score years in
November aud in May will have been
a lawyer for 67 years—having been ad-
mitted to the bar May 6, 1867. He, how-
ever, is still a junior if classed with
George. Gray and Jgnatius C. Grubb who
('l_lmeito the bar in 1863 and 1862
tespectively. Mr. Cooper, however, pre-
ceded Edward G. Bradford to practice
by three years, Harry Conrad by seven

#]and John R, Nicholson by ten. There
4| were therefore ten years interval be-

tween the admission of Mr. Cooper and
Mr. Nicholson, who now becomes the
ranking member of the bar of New
C;ist,le county, so the asenior of the local
h!gociation is a young man contrasted!
with the venerable attorney from New
Castle, who lias laid down his life work

| for rest and the cnjoyment of his future

ease, Botween ihe name of Alexander

RB:.Cooper, admitted 1867, and William
Heary Foulk, at the tail of the list,
admitted in 1923 there are 150 names—
{he toll of members embracing 153 in-
dividuals including two Portias, Iivan-
gelyn Barsky and Sybil U. Ward,—
very distinctive forenames that have
the claim of being uncommon and, sug-
gestive of romance. Both are new comcers
and they perhaps, as all of the other
| junior members, might well model ?h;exr
own professional life after the retufujg
octogenarian. Mr. Cooper has practiced
under almost innumerable judges in t}lc
state courts, wh_o-/.acem to change much.
more frequently that do the fedgral;
jurists. When he came to ihe bar thet
Imposing and courtly Joseph P. Comegys |
was Chief Justice, Edward YWooten and
John . W. Houston were the associate
% Justides, Willard Saulsbury was chan-
cellor, and Edward G. Bradford the clder
H) ras at the head of the United States
I District Court. There has been a long
line of new faces rising from the scats!
of justice and the pay of judges has
gradually moved upwards from Jess
than 22000 ta 7 &ON—nlna: the nlus

‘joyed by some of the.judiciary.

‘Uray and Ignatius C. Grubb, ueither
{n active practice, Levi C. Bird, Anthony

New Castle Octogenarian Practiced His Profes-
sion Almost Three Score Years and Ten in Dela-
ware; Regarded as One of the Very Ablest

standing for the extra emoluments cn-

" There Were Giants In Those Days

Mr. Cooper came to the Delaware bar
when it was conspicuous for {he able
merr who practiced at the state courts.
He has lLad such associates as George

Higging, Benjamin Nields, Charles B.
Lore, the elder Leonard E. Wales, George
Gordon, threeBayards, James A., son and
grandeon, George H. Bates, both the
Edward G. Bradfords, Victor du Pont,
William €. Spruance, John H. Rodney,
Samizel M. H:erington, Jr., James .
foffecker, Henry C. Conrad, John Biggs,
William T. Lynam, Herbert H. Ward,
Charles M. Curtis, John Bassett Moore.
Andrew 1i. Sanborn, George Lodge and
hosts of the younger members of the
New Castle-county bar, including Al-
bert F. Polk, whom Mr. Cooper knew
in Georgetown before cowing to Wil
mingion.

George V. Massey had already becn
established in the law at Dover two

vears. when Mr. Cooper was admitted
1o practice. He is perhaps the only
Kent County contemporary of DMMr.

Cooper who is still living (making  his

‘Trome in Philadelphia), Jawes L. Wol-
‘cott, Benizh Watson, Shadrack Raugh-

ley, two Saulsburys—Eli and -the former
Chancellor, James Penniwill, Nathaniel
Smithers, are some of the attofnoys in
Kent County who were friends and
fellow workers of AMr. Cooper.

In Sussex there were such men as Al-
{red P. Robinson. Jacob Aoore, John N
NMeFce, Charles 1. Cullen, Charles F.
Richards, Alfred P. Weoten, who were:
active in practice for much of the period
of Mr. Cooper's career.

Was Born in Middlctown

Mr. Cooper first came into the light
at Middletown
preaching the-gospel to an appreciative
GGod-fearing congregation. The family
subsequently removed to Media, Pcnn-&
sylvania, where Mr. Cooper attended
achool. Later he came back to Delaware
and subsequently matriculated at thei
University of paying
carcful attemtion to the

where lis father was

Uennsylvania,

academic

slite (2

pager )

N it )
tbranches and tho classics, graduating atu
ian ecarly age, for he had finally com-
pleted his law studics in the office of |
;the late Eli Saulsbury in Dover, at 23—
tin 1867. His first venture in the profes-
‘slon  was at  Wilminglon where he
copened an oflice in 1865, but in a year!
“Tie ghifted his oftice and  his home t()i
New Castle then the county scat and,)
~wherein centered the legal business of |
the county. I

Mr. Cooper is still remeinhered as
United States District Attorney, and
Jater, from 1881 to 1883, a3 assistant
Attorney General serving under George
Gray, who began hiz public career as!
prosecuting and legal guardian of the
state. In this post the young New Castle
lawyer made a reputation as a prosecut-
ing lawyer. Much of his effort wasg di-
rected "to the indictment phaze of the)
work, and up to the montent of lis re-
tirement{ he was reputed to he without
an eqnal in that feature of practice.

Only once did Mr. Cooper venture into
the political ficld in his own belalf.
Then—in 1883-1855—lte was a member
of the State Senate, presiding as speak- |
er of that body for the last session of ;|
his term. While oceupying that post;
he had the opportunity of voting for:
his Chief—George Giray who was elected |
to the United States Senale, and at
that time made his entrance into the!l
national field of politics, which claimed !
almost ally of lis subsequent vears. |

Ar. Cooper never ventured again into!
office. but contented himself with the!
practice of law. Tle naturaly opposed:
the removal of 1he county seat irom;
New (astle, as did most of zall of thei
residents of the town. Ile however, fol. |
Jowed the seat of justive rﬂostnblishing;
an office in this eity in 1SSL travelingi
to and fro twice a dayv for almest 431
vears, Tlie Venerable aiterney not only
hecanie the nestor of the Delaware bar, i
but Lie was regarded as one nf the best- ‘
read atlorneys in the state, and his
advice was sought by his fellow lawyers
in the solution of complicated legal prob- |
lems. He frequently and  perhaps
habitually shunned or refused to defend |
accused persons whom lie knew to l)e!
guilty of some criminal offense, and it|
is recorded that he declined to? par-
ticipate in an effort to save some of the |
workers of his own political party from i:
the penalty attaching to the violation

of a law intended to guarantee honest:m " -

clections. 1t wus relaied by a friend, a'f
day or two ago, that among Mr. Ceop-'%
cr's Tate important cases le was op-Z

posed in a referce hearing by two orZ

three bright vounger members of thef ~

iar, who despite 1he faet that they’® .
claimed an eusy victory were brought -
to bonk DLy *the learned counsel” .gnd’

completely routed on legal pointe. .
Everyone Knows Ilim; He Knows
Few Now

k1Y
The youngzer Wilmington men andl
women remember Mr. Cooper as the!
rall, slight and latterly, slighty stoopedt
bigure that iuvariably, about four o'clock |

in the afternoons, left lis oflice in (hel_ .

Eguitable building and proceeded down
Market strect to thie trolley or train
whichh conveyed him to New Castle. His
green hag was o never jorgotten ae. .
companiment and latterly he looked al-
most in vain for acquaintances aniong.
the passing  pedestrians, He formerly:”
knew everybody. Now he knows but’ "




=umitute for lig missing Jocks, warg-
=g off the dangerous drafts, and it has!|
=vome almost a part of {he man and
awver, Hp js wethodical in his tastes
ard has a wonderful memory., Whatever
of intereet in (he last BIXLY years e |
catt mot  readily recall he mav ]
medlately ‘find in a carefully 'pmmedf
anuseript in book  form wherein Lie |
get down day hy duv almost all jm- |
portant happen ngs. He can turn almost
‘ at once in th pages of this listorie
finiry. and tell the outstanding happen- |
|18 In the stale from the {ime of lis |
{udmlsslon lo the bar until the ~presenb{

|

!

im-

moment, A litile volume in his script,
whieh perhaps may never see 1lie light
of *publicity’ might be ternied “Mirrors |
.of the Delaware ‘Bar.” 1y it he has set|
: dO\\"ll his estimate of his fellow lawyars,
7| rating their ability and - emphasizing |

their achievemen(y and ])Cl‘BO]l:lll'LYc:.I
Douptlesﬁ it s a fair appraisal; noth.
gng is written down in mulice, Lut miich
Wwradmivation and every step of the!
[ progress of tlig outstnndi‘ng members af’
~1the Deluware har ig noted 'con('isoly and '

clearly.  Che political progress of 1ihe
fDela\\'al'e'attomeys is put down wit]

wonderful detail unti] the “book ig in-J
deed a ‘mirror in fact, if it is 10t in
;ianle._h.h'. Cooper too found digersion,'
In writing a history of tle founding
and eettlement of New Castle, gatler-
“1ing the data with the greatest care, and
, "mdusu'y, wlhile it was printed sefiai]y
~!in The Sunday Star years ago. )
-t It will be a positive loss to the his-
ilory of the state if it ig 1ot published
in more durable form.

It is New Castle more than any other
,].)‘laoc in the world that interests Mr.
* Cooper. He is the patriarch of the com.
Anunity. In the summer evenings he
_goes about the town calling here and
‘there at 'the Lome of friends or greeting
(1passers by on the street. Everybody in

the ancient town knows and reverently
:suhgt;gs him as le passes, vut there, as
“in Wilmington, he finds new generations
of people on’ the scene since his youth
-aud only a few of them he remembers,
-or knows even by sighi. Such is one
of the worst: Ppenalties of advancing
c years.

New Castle Always Close To His Heart

Mr. Cooper knows his New Castle as
well as  the school child Lknows its
»E]ph.ﬁa.‘t‘)et, and woe " be {Le history
“fakir” who goes astray on the past
ot the town. When he went to New
- Castle first to male his . home the town
had scarcely ceased aspiring to become
2 _commergial centre, 8s indeed, it had

been the most exclusive social co

munity in thip country. There Perha}.)\‘
were inore distinguished men lived 'y
| New Castlg in her early days th‘a.u m\
'any other town of tho United Btates.
.’1'0 her court house, the oldest
! structure devoted entirely to such US_EF,
came the ablest attorneys of the entui
country and from New Qastle 'wle.n |
‘any others to take up their work else- !
wheee. Mr. Cooper is just at homel' 11;.
| such & setting. He is almost the last,
! of his generation over there, except p]el"-
i haps lrancis' N. Buck. But among mi
“ " other neighbors he will still find mTemT |
| bers of the family of the late Dr. J. I
| Black, and of the family of his hfetutx)le'
triend, John H. Rodney. the Holeombs, |

i
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" -{have occur+iin New Castle 11 the 148U |

{half century and he wiil find many, |
jyery many, of hig carlier friends at rest .
'in the church yard of old Immdnuel and
{few in the congregation that sat under
the preaching of the beloved Dr. Burr.

The old jail too has faded away, out-
[grown and discarded. Perhaps Mr. Coop-
ler will repeat. for the amusement of the
Vyounger folks the story of “Unele
Tommy™” (iffen’s experience in obtain-
ing a position for a prisoner who was|
convicted of murder buf escaped capitﬂll
punmishment, and eventually . was par-
doned. After thg man, who had been |
ten years in lhe jail Lad been ordered |
freed by the governor, he bethought |
himself, on the eve of his leaving lis |
cell, that he had no place to go nor any |
work that would enable him to earn a |
livelilood. Thomas Ciiffen then, and for!
lfalmost half a century- later, depaty
‘sheriff, lived witlh his superior officer
i the jail building and spent consider-
“able time in the evenings cheeting
prisoners. The pardoned murderer be-
thought himself of “Uncle Tommy” (as |
Mr. Cooper remembers it and Ieca,lledl
it a short time ago) and asked that|
geuial deputy sheriff to write him a
recommendation to “whosoever it may
coucern.” *“Uncle Tommy” could not re-|
fuse  such  request. Indeed he was!
anxious to help the fellow get a job. He,“
however, had a fine sense of humor that'
was as marked as his high ideal of
justice so he wrote, truthfully to the
cffect that the bearer was a steady,:
reliable man not given to the bad hahit
of running about much either at night
or by day, and adding that he had
known him intimately for ten years and
‘never in that time was lie out at night
raud never by day, “so that I did not
know where to find him.” The letter
eventually won for the man, but he
never quite lived up te the reputation
Uncle Tominy lhad given him for being
home of nights.

Mr. Cooper will be missed by his
confreres here, but he carries into re-
tirement the good wishes of every
lawyer and all friends. All concede that
he had risen to the top of hig profes-
sion. In all -those years of his activity
his integrity has never been called into
question, nor his high ideals of profes-
sional conduct dimmed by the modern
commercial spirit that has edged its

,'rwa.y into almost every vocation of the
day.
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