
DELAWARE STREET 

#I14 - Log Cabin - now leased  by 
Willlm J. Reader from t h e  Equitable  

(3uarqnf;y- & Trus t  C-Y 

Summary: Abraham Jessop, cooper, bought t h e  s i t e  of #I14 as a 

50-foot l o t  from Edward Blake, Jr .  In  1723. This was the  f irst  

p l o t  so ld  by Blake ou t  of the  "about 187 f e e t "  along Delaware 

S t r e e t  inhe r i t ed  from h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1696, and i t  is un l ike ly  t h a t  

the re  was a bui lding of any kind on I t .  'fhen Jessop so ld  it t o  

John Richardson i n  1725, t h e r e  was a r e c e n t l y  b u i l t  house and "al l  

and s ingu la r  o ther  bui ldings,  shops, outhouse, f e n c e s h t c .  ( t h e  

usual  form of covering any improvements). The s a l e  p r i c e  was 62 

pounds, 10  s h i l l i n g s ,  ind ica t ing  by comparison with s a l e s  of o the r  

property near t h a t  time t h a t  i t  was a valuable  one. Since the  

w small dwelling would not accomnodate a cooper shop, such a shop may 

have been on t h e  back of t h e  l o t ,  o r  t h e  severa l  coopers who l i v e d  

i n  the  neighborhood throughout the  1700's may have worked f o r  a 

boss cooper a t  a cen t ra l  shop. 

That the  merchant, John Richardson, who bought t h e  house with 

i ts  50-foot l o t ,  l i v e d  i n  it is un l ike ly .  H i s  home was a t  Chris-  

I t i a n a  Bridge and he owned o ther  l a r g e r  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  New Cast le .  

Richardson so ld  the house and %-foot l o t  t o  Timothy Cummins of 

Dover, innholder,  about 1737. That Cumins held t h e  property i n  

1738 is  known by the  indenture of tha t  year  recording the  s a l e  of 

the  "Harvey houseR t o  D r .  John Finney. The second l o t  a t  the  back 

of t h e  Harvey property bordera a l o t  t h a t  "Timothy Cummins l a t e l y  

w purchaeed of  Edward BlakeeW Cummins died before he had completed 
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(#114 Delaware S t r e e t ,  cont inued)  

payment f o r  t h e  p rope r ty ,  bu t  h i s  execu to r s  completed t h e  payment 

t o  Richardson f o r  t h e  h e i r s .  Probably through those  h e i r s  it passed 

t o  Roger Pugh, yeoman, whose execu to r s  so ld  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  John 

VanGezell, shopkeeper, about  1749. VanGezell a l s o  bought i n  1776 

the  whole of t h e  "burn t  l o t "  on t h e  oppos i t e  s i d e  of Delaware 

S t r e e t  between t h e  S t rand  and Second S t r e e t .  He l i v e d  on t h e  S t r and  

on t h e  Bedford p rope r ty  ( # 6 )  and no i n d e n t u r e s  o r  r eco rds  found 

I n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  kep t  shop i n  t h i s  p roper ty .  The shop was probably 

on h i s  bank l o t  o p p o s i t e  h i s  dwel l ing.  I t  is  l i k e l y  #I14  Delaware 

S t r e e t  was investment f o r  r e n t a l .  

I n  h i s  w i l l  i n  1784, VanQezell  l e f t  h i s  "brick1'  house, #114, 

t o  h i s  daughter  Ger t rude with half  t h e  ground between i t  and h i s  

frame house t o  t h e  e a s t  (#112). 

George Read, executor  of t h e  w i l l  o f  VanGezell, i s  g lven ,  i n  

i nden tu re s  f o r  a d j o i n i n g  p r o p e r t i e s ,  a s  t h e  n e x t  owner. Read's  

dierposal o f  t h e  p rope r ty  has  not y e t  been found, and a l o n g  gap i n  

ownership fol lowing him has no t  y e t  been so lved  by the  i nden tu re s  

and wills examined. 

Prom t h e  bound8 o f  ad jo in ing  p r o p e r t i e s ,  it is " l a t e  of George 

Readn, . l a t e  o f  Ingeborg Stidhunt ' ;  of Jeremiah Bowman; and of  Anna 

B o m n ,  who, i n  1890, l e f t  it t o  t h e  E q u i t a b l e  T r u s t  Company, F i l -  

' o ing ton ,  who have s i n c e  then l e a s e d  it f o r  s t o r e  and r e s t a u r a n t  uae.  


