
TRE iiTh,<i.;u --- 

d i t e  of t h e  Garden t o  t h e  U e I n t i r e  liouse ( l i e )  

and t h e  House and S i t e  of #14 The S t r a n d ,  
t h e  E:orrj son House, now owned by t h e  h e i r s  

.- of J m s  Xorr ison 
(Lee Thoto  i 1 G )  

D-fling t he  2u tch  pe r iod  t h i s  plot o f  6G1-4!', now the t : c i n t i r e  

garden end  the  I :orrison ho?lse s i t s s ,  hcd on it t ~ o  d l re l i ings  and 

sose  t i z b e r s  f o r  Tur5her b u i l d i n y .  The f i r s t  recorde3. Dutch oiyner 
- 

of  t h e   lot s a s  Foppe Jansen Gcthozt ,  coLm.issary t o  t h e  e x ~ e d i t i c n  
. - 

of D i r e c t o r  P e t e r  S tuyvesan t  of iiew ; :e ther land,  uhen S tuyvesan t  

cane down from Xev; Amsterdam i n  1655, with a f l e e t  o f  s h i p s  t o  t ake  

F o r t  Casimir and t h e  whole Ge la r z r e  R ive r  f r o 3  t h e  Sv~edes. Yihen 

t h e  s h i p s  depa r t ed ,  Poppe Jznsen  s e t  up a t ave rn  on t h e  S t r and ,  

w whether on t h i s  s i t e  o r  on h i s  upper s i t e  - where t h e  La i rd  

house and p a r t  o f  t h e  garden now is  - i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  f o r  Eoppe jansen  

soon s o l d  t h e  house and garden on t h i s  lower s i t e  t o  Jacob Vandever. 

Between 1655 and 1677, t h e  p l o t  had a  nlmber o f  owners. Jacob Van- 

dever  s o l d  t o  Thomas S n e l l i n g ,  S n e l l i n g  t o  John Henry. John Henry's  

widow Cather ine ,  s o l d  h e r  house and garden on t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  

l o t ,  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Morrison house,  t o  J u s t a  Andr ies  (Anderson),  

innkeeper ,  be fo re  1677. Be s l r e a d y  oaned t h e  s o u t h  p a r t ,  c a l l e d  

lltwo l o t s  of ground wi th  a dwell ing house thereupon a s  a l s o  some 

p i e c e s  of t imber  f o r  b u i l d i n g  thereupon N ( t h e  o r i g i n a l  deed i s  i n  

t h e  possess ion  o f  t h e  Deleware E i s t o r i c a l  ~ o c i e t y ) ,  and a s  John 

Henry had o a ~ e d  t h e  whole 66'-4", i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  J u s t a  Andries  

bought t he  s o u t h  p a r t  o f  t h e  l o t  c ~ n t a i n i n g  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

McIn t i re  gsrden from John Henry, and fo l lowing  Henry's dee th ,  t h e  
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nor th  p z r t  f r d m  h i s  wido-~ .  Jacob ',!endever i . ; ' ; ; ~  f~rmer ;nd rrmrchaat 

;F 
and d e a l e r  i n  ; ~ r o p e r t g .  * h e  occupz.tionz of Lnsll in:? 'IRC Eenry have  

not  been found i n  t h i s  sos rch  t o  d a t e .  

I n  1677, t h e  Court canfirr:!eCi t h e  whole t o  J ~ s t k  .Andries, and  

t h a t  saxe year  ! ' the Court hnving vi.s::.ied t h e  ~scount o f  2xs ta  -ndr les ,  
. 7 

o r d i n a r y  keeper ,  f o r  p u b l i c  expe!lses z r  tr;e l a z t  hizh c o u r t  t o  the  

sun of ss 55?:10*, do allo::r t h e  s2:ce." This  v:ould i n d i c e t e  t h a t  t h e  

c o u r t  met e t  Justa Anciries' t a v e r n  and  ciwe?ling. I n d i c z t i s n s  a r e  

t h a t  t h i s  t ave rn  ?:as on t h e  ::!orrison hocse s i t e ,  t h e  sma l l e r  house 

being on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ,  t h e  s i t e  of t h e  XcIn t i r e  garden. 

U The fo l lowing  yea r  J u s t a  Andries  s o l d  the  ;;:hole p l o t  viith a l l  

houses and b u i l d i n g s  t o  Ralph i iutchinson,  innkeeper ,  f o r  3,000 g i i d -  

e r s .  Zutchinson i n  1679 so ld  t o  John Darby, innkeeper.  a few y e a r s  

l a t e r ,  j u s t 8  Andrios had t h e  whole p rope r ty  aga in ,  whether by r e -  

purchase  o r  fo rec los -me  o f  a mortgage h a s  no t  been de ta rn ined .  

About 1685, s n d r i e s  so ld  t he  sou th  33' of  t he  ? l o t  f o r  20 

pounds t o  Der r i ck  Vandenburg, mason, l a t e l y  cone t o  :?ex C a s t l e  f r ~ m  

Jew York and t h e  no r th  33'-4" t o  J o h n  uiihite o f  New C a s t l e ,  bo th  

s a l e s  ~ i t h  a l l  bu i ld ings  and ilzprovensnts. 

* KO o t h e r  sum o f  zoney i n  t h e  c o u r t  r eco rds  i s  w r i t t e ~ :  wi th  an  "asu. 
The s i g n  used f o r  g i l d ~ r c  may have 1ool;ed t o  t h3  e d i t o r  l i k e  an o l d -  

'1 
, fashioneci double s. I t  v:as n s  t f o r  s tuyve r s l '  becsuze t h s t  c ~ i : ;  ~ i o u l d  

1 * 

be used on ly  up t o  20, oecause 20 z tuyvers  aade s ~ f l d e r .  
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A fev: y c a r s  l c t e r  (1689)  G e r r i c k  Vsndenburg s o l d  ths h o - ~ s e  

and l o t  hs boitg't f ~ r  20 s o u n d s  t o  Gsorze :log-, cord?;r i ; ier ,  Tor 

32 pounds. Vandenb;r~,  t h e  nzsor,, nay have i r n p r ~ c s d  t h e  hozse, 

. -. snz  t ~ e s r s e  ?egg, ah0 $:is, o r  lvha became,  s r o s p e r o z s ,  u n d 9 - ~ b t e i l y  

d i d ,  f o r  he l i v e d  i n  t h e  house  u n t i ;  i:e d i e d  i n  1721.  ~~1211 

housa 53i much f a r t h e r  back from t h e  :>trsci t :~an the nsighboring 

d ~ s l l i r \ , ~ s  i s  c"o:.;c on tfie 1804 survey  imp,  t h e  s a z e  shape 5:;c 0X- 

posure  a s  t h e  t-tio l a r g e  h o u s e s  t a  the  south ,  3 house a h i c h  v e r y  

l i k e l y  s u r v i v e d  from t h e  h t c h  2 e r i o d  2nd \v;cs t h e  h > ~ u s e  J u s t a  iincriss 

sold t o  Vandenburg and t h e  l a t t e r  t o  Seorge Eogg. Thers  i s  no indi- 
v 

c a t i o n  i n  any of t h e  subsequen t  i n d e n t u r s s  2nd wills exsmined, t h a t  

any o t h e r  house  t h a n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one ?!'as on t h i s  s i t e .  

John Hogg S r . ,  in h i s  y:i?l of 1721,  l s f t  the  house and t h e  l o t  

which r a n  th rough  t o  t h e  Xarket  P l a c e ,  t o  h i s  c i f a  Ann mad s o n  John.  

John 3ogg s o l d  house  a n d  l o t  t o  john 7anLeuvenigh S r . ,  s h ~ p k e e p e r ,  

who i n  h i s  will o f  1 7 5 3  l e f t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  son John VanLeuven- 

i g h  Jr. Lubseq;zent onners  xgre  ; , ' i i l la .2  S e r n ~ l e ,  G ~ s p e r  , John and Abra- 

hm S i n g e r  and  i n  1791 and 92 ,  J a n e s  R i d d l e .  The l : 3 t t e r  :as a prom- 

i n s n t  c i t i z e n  of the n e r 3 h e n t  f?.ni l y  , b e s t  knonn c o - m e r z i a l l y  th rough  

t h s  f i rn  af  R i d d l e  2nd 3 i r d ,  who conducted  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  b - ~ i l d i n g  

a t  t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  c o r n e r  ~f t h e  - t r e n d  a n d  Lelaviare S t r e e t ,  l a t e r  

known as t h e  J e f f e r s o n  house.  f!o d i r e c t  i n d e n t u r e s  3ave  been  found 

w f o r  t h e s e  t r a n s f e r s  of oismershi> b e t

w

e e n  t h o  ,.ill or Zohn VacLeuvenigh 
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. , 
Sr,, and t l ~ 0  y r c h ~ s e  i n  1914 ?]y t2-13 l e t ( $  : : .~31'~:3 . . . c I n t i r e  t:hd f L l s  

( . i ! lS .-..,r.ci;n 2:te tc;- ~ i i f e  f r c j m  .;.,II h e i r  of jp. ;Ta:::es Coorjcr - l> f  L ' . '  

li g s t l l e r  ::'I th t;?3 l;ouse, ;;~:.8 t he  !;trai;ii. ~ h c  >?:R%I':; :-re 

. . . . 
z e n t i o n e d  i n  dcads  for :?IS . . ~ o r r  1;;oz-i c i  t e e  A r z e  Ll;zf;;3ct;-j b, ;,I. 

. - Ed?,qards, v;ho t o  t h . 2  .:.clntiref :I, ' i t ; G  ?j~-j:'~.:':t e::e j . n t $ r e s t  of ;he 

,-7 i!? 

,-; e :: :i :' o t h e r  h a i r s  of u p e  Jz!nes ,,oj;sr 55 ,.,::I 3r,d ii;s -, :,:i.,3.: , - - , =  - A  * - - . r P  a . G >  

a d j o i n i n g  n r o p s r t i e s  t o  the  f i ~ r t h  - t h e  ..lGi-- i s d n  i-:>8:.:z ~...--d ',b15 5- ---.rfie*:. 

The X o r r i s o n  House a n i  S i t e  - %14 Ti:e 3 t r a n d  

John T h i t e ,  viho Sought  Jgsta  A n d r i e s '  tavei-n knd c1 : : s l l i~g  on 

t h e  s i t e  of $14, was an i m p o r t a n t  c i t i z e n  i n  t h e  early y e a r s  o f  
b --. 

. , i l l iam F e n s ' s  p e r i o d ,  n i s  p a t e n t  fsr  t h i s  hduse  -8s a?provea  i n  

the  c o u r t  i n  1685 ,  althoug;: h e  prsb : ib iy  S o - d ~ h t  i t  %ad l i v e d .  i n  i t  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e s r l i e r ,  :!e wcs ~ . ;>23 in ted  ,3ne of th$ jiiclges o f  t h s  

co i l r t  i n  1683.  The n e x t  y e a r  ;!!!hen t h e  c-sse:ably of  ?enri's r c v i n c e  

n e t  a t  Ueyi C ~ a s t l e ,  i t s  s e s s i o n s  .;lay have bean i n  t h i s ,  : ' r h i t e l s  house.  

I n  any c a s e ,  John 5i;hite e n t e r t e i n e d  some o f  t h e  nem'cars, f o r  sr?.ong 

t h e  r e c o r d s  of t h i s  s e s s i o n  t h s r e  is inent i2n o f  12:::s be ing  r e z d  o v e r  
- -. by s e v e r s 1  a s s z m j l y x e n  Itat John ..nit? ' s .  " J ~ h n  '.;hi t e  v;::,s t h e  s ? s a k e r  

a t  the  n e x t  t h r e e  ~ e s s l a i : ~  o f  t h e  hssenlbljr i n  i-?l?i ' lf+dalphis,  and  vms 

s t i l l  a member i n  1 6 W  v;klen, ~ I t h o u g h  e1::cted t o  t h e  asssmbly , ' ne 

was d e t a i n e d  by t h e  s h e r i f f  i n  iJeri C ~ i s t l e .  The ar fense  c o u l 3  n a t  

have been  v e r y  s e r i 3 u s ,  because  t h e  assembly s e n t  f o r  h i ~  and he was a s e a t e d .  I n  t h e  p r a p e r t y  r e c o r d s  0.' t h u  curu7t  i t  be. .  L ~ s t l e ,  i?e Is 
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f r a q u e n t l y  mentioned ac buying and s e l l i n g  ! ro1;erty and a c t i n g  s s  

a t t o r n e y  and a i t n e s s  f o r  o t h e r s  up t o  and through t h e  yea r  1653. 

- - 
i a t  $0 George :-.ogs In  1695,  John ' f ,h i te ' s  h e i r s  s o l d  housa a c ~  ' 

Sr . ,  c o r d r ~ a i n e r ,  who or.:ned t h ~ :  house i i ld  $round nex t  rioor a t  th5 
- - 

s i t e  0.r" t h e  p r e s e n t  f::cIntira garr?en. During 'iearge ; loge 's  1 4 %  

time, he d iv ided  t h i s  upper l o t  vihich ra:: through t o  t h e  x z r k e t  

square ,  by a l i n e  p a r t  way between t h e  t-::o s t r s e t s ,  a n d  l e f t  t?ie 

Second S t r e e t  p l o t  x i t h  a house on it i n  nh ich  h i s  son George Jr.  

l i v e d ,  t o  George; and t h a  f r o n t  h a l f  ~ ; i t h  t h e  house Dn i t  t o  h i s  

son James and daughte r  Sarah.  James and Sarah 3010. t o  Lonn Lewasn, 

0 
a farmer ,  i n  1724, and t h r e e  y e a r s  ls t$r,  Jossph r s r k e r ,  a b r i c k -  

maker, bought it.  The b r i c h a k e r  ownsd i t  f o r  17 years  shan he 

s o l d  i t  t o  John S c o t t ,  innkseper .  Tsn p a r s  l c t o r ,  cne of  the  a o s t  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  inen of h i s  day,  Judge Zicharci ;.;c';+illie!.z! t h e  e l d e r ,  

bought t h e  p rope r ty .  I t  i s  n3t  c e r t s i r ,  t h a t  h e  l i v e d  i n  i t .  I t  

i s  more l i k e l y  t h a t  he r e n t e d  i t  t o  a t a v e r n  keeper ,  f o r  f i v e  y z a r s  

,-. 
l a t e r  he s o l d  i t  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l z a ,  -;;illiaz bTencer, an ixn-  

ho lde r .  I n  1791 James 2 i d d I e  he2 bought i t ,  who a t  t h e  s sne  tirne 

owned t h e  a d j o i n i n g  XicIntire g s r d e n  s i t e .  

Prom 1791 u n t i l  t h e  house was r a i n e d  o r  de s t royed  i n  t h e  f i r e  

of 1824, t h e  p r o p e r t y  was onned o u t r i g h t  o r  by ao r tg3ge  b y  3 i c h a r d  

Graf ton,  John ~ ~ : u n d a l l ,  Harding i l i l l i a m s ,  John b:a.ttson and h i s  h e i r s  

and f i n a l l y  by G r .  James Cooper t h e  e l d e r .  i n  Xay, 1824, D r .  Cooper 

bought t h e  l o t  ' f o r  $2,000 and immediately b u i l t  t h e  p r e s e n t  b r i c k  

house which was a f t e rward  renodeled by h i s  son Saxuel .  D r .  Cooperts 
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b r i c k  house w s  o f  t h e  s a a e  s i z e ,  and judging f ' f ' rom p r e sen t  inspec-  

t i o n s  must hgve beer] s f  t he  saxe e x t e r i o r  t;;pe a s  t h e  d w e l l i n g  and 

t eve rn  t h c t  :.::s an t h e  s i t e  'cts S ~ O V ; ~  i n  t h e  e l o v a t i o n s  of t h e  1804 

survey. 

37. 'Tanes Coopsr  S r . ,  'cy h i s  n i l ;  i n  1329 l e f t  h i s  s x r g i c a l  

instruycents and n e d i c a l  buol,-,s t o  his  son J m e s  Z r . ,  v~ho bsc~:;e 3x2 

o f  t h e  o;l is tanding pi-ijrsizian:; o?  h i s  day i n  t h i s  coant ry .  To h i s  

son Sanuel he l e f t  h i s  p o r t a b l e  d e s k ,  mathelmtical  ins t r -meri ts  and 

' z r i t i a g  s;)paratus,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s  bent  of t he  yoilng aan. 

The will l e f t  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  D r .  Cooper ' s  :-ire and z 1 l  h i s  c h i l d r e  r,  

a t o g e t h e r  with o t h e r  r e a l  e s t a t e .  This pro; e r t y  through Saauel Coo?er, 

t he  ou t s t and ing  inerchant, impor te r  and e x p o r t e r ,  57 nhose n m e  t h e  

house aas knom f o r  many y e a r s ,  and o t h e r  h e i r s  of Cr. J m e s  C ~ a p e r ,  

t h e  e l d e r ,  c ~ e  f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  l a s t  h e i r  t o  oybrn i t  - blrs. 6 1 i s s b e t h  

D. 11. Edwards, o f  S rook l ine ,  Liassachusetts ,  and t hen  t o  J m e s  T. 

;,;orrison, v!hose h e i r s  s t i l l  o m  it. 

De ta i l ed  and doc lnen ta l  h i s t ~ r y  on f i l e .  

The house as s t u d i e d  i n  1937 by i s  descr ibed  i n  HABS-De1.-112. 
3y e r r o r s  p r o j a b l y  from t h e  assurance  by c ~ n s u l t a n t s ,  i t s  e r e c t i o n  
i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Saauel  Zooper t h e  nerchant .  I n a e n t l a e s  c l s a r l y  
s t s t e  t3na.t i t  aas e r e c t e d  by Dr. James Cooper, t h e  e l d e r  a s  s t a t e d  
above. 
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The house  which i s  a t  p r e s e n t  on  t h i s  s i t e  is known a s  the 

i :ar r i son Bouse and i s  i n  sood c o n d i t i o n  and  f i t s  i n  :ell  l.vith t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  neighbors .  3ns x a j o r  biesiish o f  i t s  s t r e e t  Tzcad.; 

i s  t h e  r e c e s s e d  porch on t h e  sou th  c,orner ,  xhich  is of  compara t ive ly  

l a t e  o r i g i n .  T h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  e ? h g t o g r a ~ ; - ~  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  be- 

f o r e  t h e  po rch  e x i s t e d ;  a c e n t r a l  d o ~ r ,  ur?cier t ho  n i d d l e  :*!inciov~ above,  

gave a c c e s s  t o  o, s m l l  shop  ~ i t h  e ;:.indo:; oc  each sicie of  t h e  door.  

Another  door on t h e  s o u t h  c o r n e r  bsi3nced t h e  a l l e y  e n t r a n c e  on t h e  

n o r t h  c o r n e r  and g ~ v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r e a r  of  t he  h u ~ ~ s e  and t h e  second 

s t o r y .  

Th i s  r e p o r t  would recornend t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of' t h i s  f a c a d e  t o  

i t s  c o n d i t i o n  as shonn on t h e  photograph as an  impor t an t  s t e p  i n  

any r e s t o r a t i o n  o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  unde r t ak ing .  


