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Dutch Church on t h e  S t r and  
S i t e  of t h e  Presen t  #26 a n d  #28 with  A l l ev  Between 

(See l h o t o  //19 and 2 0 )  

Or ig ina l  P l o t  of Andries  Hudde, 1656 

Or ix ine l  P l o t  - 6 

I n  1656, t h e r e  xas confir!led t o  Lndr i e s  lYudde a l o t  on t h e  

S t r and  extending back t o  t he  5reen t h a t  was more than  62' Zng l i sh  

measure i n  f r o n t  and a o r e  than 56' Eng l i sh  measure on t h e  Green. 

Subsequent i naun tu re s  tind surveys  prove t h a t  t h e  n o r t h  l i n e  of 

t h i s  l o t  extending back from t h e  S t r and  ad jo ined  t h e  p r e s e n t  

sou th  l i n e  of  t h e  proper ty  now 830 on t h e  S t rand ,  owned by Miss 

A .  J.  Dungan. 

I n  1657, Hudde s o l d  h i s  dwel l ing house on t h i s  s i t e  t o  t h e  

Dutch Deputy-Director,  Jacob b l r i c h s ,  i n  t h e  presence of  t h e  jus-  

t i c e s  and people ,  t o  be used as  a church f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  

community. The f i r s t  r e g u l a r  clergyman of t h e  Dutch, Rev. Everardus 

Welius, a r r i v e d  i n  August t h a t  y e a r ,  and soon a f t e rward  t h e  house 

was remodeled f o r  a  church,  with boards frotn Fo r t  Orange. I n  t h e  
by 

s m e r  of 1659 i t  was r e p a i r e d  and "enlarged/one-half  I n  that 

yea r  t h e r e  were 60 members of  t h e  church;  a fss y s a r s  l a t e r ,  160 

members. 

Among t h e  i t e n s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  sou rces  t h s t  prove t h e  

church t o  have been on t h e  S t r and ,  one i s  t h e  s t s t s n e n t  by : ; i l l lam 

Beekman, t h e  Dutch Zustorns O f f i c e r  on t h e  Delaware, i n  e l e t t e r  t o  

P e t e r  S tuyvesan t ,  1 2  Decamber, 1660, t h a t  on one occas ion  t h e  Ind- 

i a n s  "had an e n t i r e  suk2r of a n i s e - l i q u o r  on the  S t r a n d  near  t h e  
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church and sa t  around i t  dr inking."  No r eco rd  has been foilnd of 

t he  dimensions of t h e  l o t  Hudde s o l d  wi th  h i s  d x e l l i n g  house. 

I t  is r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  l a t e r  i nden tu re s  and c o a r t  r eco rds  as t h e  

l lchurch-yardit  and t h e  "burying ground", and records  of a d j o i n -  

ing p l o t s  a long the  S t r and  make c l e a r  t h a t  by 1673 v:hen Emil ius  

and Mathias de Ringh iR:ere g ran ted  a 50'  l o t  ad jo in ing  t h e  church 
. 

yard t o  t h e  q&uth ,  t h e  de Ringh l o t  inc luded  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

g r a n t  t o  Hudde. Emil ius  de Ringh was f o r  e good p a r t  and perhaps  

a l l  of t h e  E n g l i s h  pe r iod  under  t h e  Duke o f  York, t h e  "eadern i n  

t h e  church, because no r e g u l a r  clergyman was a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  

time of t h e  dea th  of Rev. Everardus Yielius i n  December, 1659 t o  

t h e  yea r  1679 when t h e  Rev. P e t e r  Tesschenmaker became t h e  regu- 

l ap  g a s t o r  of t h e  church. 

The s e r v i c e s  of Tesschenmaker cont inued u n t i l  1682, a f t e r  

which l a y  r e a d e r s  and occas iona l  v i s i t i n g  clergymen conducted t h e  

s e rv i ces .  I n  1683, Rev. Henricus Se lyns ,  a Dutch clergyman a t  New 

York, wrote i n  a l e t t e r  t h a t  a t  New C a s t l e  a sermon was read  on 

Sundays, bu t  t h e  people  were t o o  few t o  suppor t  a n i n i s t e r ,  t h a t  

i s  too  f e n  Dutch t o  suppor t  a Dutch clergyman, some of t h e  Dutch 

f a m i l i e s  o f  cons iderab le  means having moved away. Yet on ly  t h e  

yea r  be fo re  i n  a l e t t e r  from New C a s t l e  t o  t h e  C l a s s i s  of Arnster- 

dam ( t h e  governing body of t h e  Dutch Reformed church)  ask ing  t h a t  

a  Dutch clergyman be s e n t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  church,  t he  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

of t h e  Dutch congregat ion,  Jean Paul Jacquet ,  John Llo11, Eng lebe r t  
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Lott and Jan  E i s k ,  wrote tha t ,  " t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  our  congrega-  

t i o n ,  coqp r i s ing  about  100 f a t h e r s  of  f a m i l i e s ,  h a w  subsc r ibed  

f o r  a yea r ly  s a l a r y . .  , . ,and htive f i r m l y  pledged c e r t a i n  o f  t h e i r  

l o t s  t o  him."* 

I s a a c  Seloover  was t h e  Resder i n  t h e  church 2nd s c h o o l ~ a s t e r  

1634 t o  1692 and perhaps l a t e r  - s e e  w i l l  of Arnilius de  Ringh, 

m i t t e n  by Se loover ,  ldarch 1 7 ,  1692 - i n  hiisc. ; ' i i l l  Record 11, 

p. 30-31. I n  t h e  Court  R e c ~ r d s  t h e  name is s p e l l e d  S l o v e r ,  prob-  

a b l y  from i t s  p ronunc i a t i on ,  f o r  he w r i t e s  i t  as s p e l l e d  above. 

Tesschenmaker was t h e  f i r s t  clergyman t o  preach bo th  i n  m t c n  

/ and Eng l i sh ,  b u t  a v i s i t i n g  Dutch clergyman i n  1693 could  s t i l l  
w 

write of h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  ?Jew C s s t l e :  "I had t h e r e  a l i t t l e  church 

f u l l  of people ,  D u t c h e n ,  Swedes and Finns ."  Th i s  seems t o  con- 

f i r m  t h e  cont inuance of t h e  s p l i t  between t h e  Dutch and t h e  Eng- 

l i s h  members o f  the congrega t ion  t h a t  occured d u r i n g  Tesschen- 

maker ' s  t ime, a f t e r  which t h i s  p a s t o r  f o r  a time, a t  l e a s t ,  preached 

on ly  i n  Dutch.** 

The l a s t  d a t e  o f  r eco rd  found i s  i n  1595,  when Ambrose Baker, 

a prominent c i t i z e n ,  by h i s  w i l l  l e f t  t e n  pounds " t o  t h e  poor be- 

longing  t o  t h e  ijutch church i n  the  town o f  1Jea ~ a s t l e . "  

* E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Records of R ,  Y. 11, 868 

* * E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Records of N.Y. 11, 834 
w 
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Threo yea r s  l a t e r ,  1698, Rev. John Wilson, a P r e s b y t e r i z n  

clergyman, -:;zs preaching i n  t h e  town. The o r i g i n a l  r eco rd  f o r  

t h i s  yea r  does not  s ay  where he  preached,  'out a contemporary 

record  a f  1702 t e l l s  t h a t  he : 'preaches t o  t h e  people i n  t h e  

G o u ~ ~ ~ o u s B . " *  

.. . 
Sevara l  r eco rds  connected s i t h  John ri'ilson, i f  t hey  can be 

r econc i l ed  and proved t o  be of t h e  d a t e s  c i t e d  with then ,  would 

pu t  t h e  f i r s t  v i s i t  o f  John i i i l son t o  New C a s t l e  back t o  1586, 

and might r e v e a l  a c l o s e r  connection wl th  t h e  Dutch church. 

Richard 2 e b s t e r  i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  of t h e  P r e s b v t e r i a n  Church i n  

New C a s t l e ,  and C. A .  Briggs  i n  7, r e f e r  

t o  l e t t e r s  concerning - and one l e t t e r  from - John 'iiilson, F r e s -  

b y t e r i a n  c lergynan a t  New Haven, Zormecticut  i n  1683-1684, a f t e r  

which Ithe d i sappea r s n  from t h e  r eco rds  consu l t ed  by t h e s e  

u n t i l  a John ',"Jlson is of r eco rd  a s  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  i n  

aos ton ,  and is s e n t  f r o n  t h e r e  t o  Iiew S a s t l e  i n  1698. 

No r eco rd  has  been found t o  show d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  t i n e  o r  

f a c t  of t h e  merging of t h e  Dutch Reformed and t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

congregat ions ,  nor t h a t  t h e  Dutch church on t h e  S t r .md was aban- 

doned a s  a meeting p l ace  a f t e r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

meeting house. I n d i c a t i o n  of a merge, but  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  con- 

f i r m a t i o n ,  is t h e  naae of Hoeloff  deHaes as one of t h e  " unde r t ake r s  

o r  egentst '  f o r  purchase of t he  l s n d  f o r  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church in 

*Thio may e s t a b l i z h  t h e  f i r s t  d e f i n i t e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o u r t  house. 
The church of England clergyman wino  as a t  :JEW C ~ s t i e  and who 
" ro te  t h i s  i n  a l e t t e r ,  would h a r d l y  n ~ v e  c a l l e d  t h e  ugper room of 
a l o g  f o r t ,  Itthe c o u r t  houset ' .  
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7 .  (The o r i g i n a l  de Haes wrs of  French o r i g i n ,  bu t  h e  and h i s  

f s x i l y  c e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  t h e  bu t ch . )  That t h e  t r u s t e e s  d i d  

no t  u s e  t h e  Sack p a r t  of t h e  church  l o t  f o r  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

church,  bu t  bought l a n d  a d j o i n i n g  i s  a f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  

t he  merger had n o t  t h e n  t aken  p l a c e .  ; J o t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1800 ' s  

6 2  t h e  p r o p e r t y  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  t h e  Hudde l o t  on t h e  S t r a n d  is  

i n  pos se s s ion  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  church.  I n  1807,  one hundred 

y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  purchase  of t h e  g r o u - ~ d  on Second ; t r e a t ,  t h e  church 

gave l e a s e h o l d s  f o r  985 y e a r s  f o r  a l l  of t h e  f r o n t  l o t  i n  two prop-  

e r t i e s ,  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t ,  t o  James XcCullough, hav ing  on i t  3. f r a n e  

house which i s  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  l e a s e  t o  be r e p l a c e d  by a two- s to ry  

b r i c k  dwel l ing  when t h e  f r a n e  one becomes un t enab l e .  The l e a s e  

f o r  t h e  s o u t h  p a r t  t o  R i cha rd  Sexton,  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  Sexton b u i l d  

a two- s to ry  b r i c k  house e x c l u s i v e  o f  g a r r e t  viith a f r o n t  equa l  t o  

t h e  b r ead th  o f  t h e  l o t .  By 1821,  Sexton had b u i l t  h i s  b r i c k  

hoase ,  but  t h e  o l d  frme house  was s t i l l  on t h e  ;JcCullough l o t .  

I n d e n t u r e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  b o t h  z e r e  bad ly  

d c ~ a g e d  o r  de s t royed  i n  t h e  f i r e  of  1824 t h a t  ~ ; ~ e p t  up t h e  S t r and .  
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I n  B e n j a i n  L a t r o b e ' s  e l e v a t i o n s ,  dral;n f o r  t h e  Survey o f  

1804,  a  smal l  o n e- s t o r y  and a t t i c  house i s  sho:vn on t h e  si  Le o f  

t h e  ~YicCullough lec ,sehold ,  which could  v e r y  ? ; e l l  be t h e  franc house  

mentioned i n  h i s  l e a s e .  No. 28 The S t r a n d  now s t h n d s  h e r e  and K O .  

26 a t  p r e s e n t  s t a n d s  where L a t r o b e  i n d i c a t e s  a s t o u t  w a l l  and en-  

t r a n c e  g a t e  t o  n h a t  ~ u s t  have been t h e  Zu<ch Chursh ya rd  arid b u r i s l  

ground. 

These two e x i s t i n g  houses  a r e  o f  no p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

merit ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  do n o t  d e t r a c t  i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  from 

t h e  over  a l l  p i c t u r e  of t h e  S t r a n d .  However,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  

a o f  t h e  s i t e s  i s  s o  i n p o r t a n t  t h a t t h i s  r e g o r t  v!ould s t r o n g l y  recommend 

t h a t  a t  some f'uture t ime a s p e c i a l  s t u d y  and e f f o r t  be  made t o  de-  

ve lop  t h i s  s i t e  i n  keeping with i t s  e a r l y  u s e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e .  


