
R i v e r  S i d e  of t h e  S t r a n d  H a t ~ e e n  
Delaware and Harmcny S t r e e t s  

B-11, o p p o s i t e  t h o  T i l e  House S i t e ,  now #53, 
oaned by Hugh C.  Gal loviay, 61id 1/55, owned by 

La! r d  Phil& Q .  -------- 

So fa r  as can be  de te rmined  from s u r v i v i n g  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  T i l e  

House l o t ,  5 0 '  wide on t h e  StrzrAd, be longed i n  t h e  Dutch p e r l a d  

t o  ':a.illiam L a u r i t s ,  t h e  Dutch c i t i z e n  of  E n g l i s h  b i r t h ,  who owned 

a l s o ,  i n  1656,  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  house and l o t  t o  t he  s o u t h .  I n  1678,  

under  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  Koses D'Gonne, a boatman owned t h e  l o t  wi th  a 

nsmall house"  on it. D'Gonne s o l d  i t  t h a t  y e a r  t o  J a n  Boyer ,  who 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  was a l s o  a boatman, o r  a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  occupa-  

t i o n  u s e d  h i s  s l o o p  o r  o t h e r  v e s s e l  t o  t r a n s p o r t  p e o p l e  and goods 

t o  and from New C a s t l e .  He p r o b a b l y  had a wharf o r  l a n d i n g  oppo- 

s i t e  h i s  d w e l l i n g .  Boyer d i e d  a b o u t  1703,  o r  1704,  l e a v i n g  the 

T i l e  house and t h e  bank l o t  o p p o s i t e  t o  h i s  two m a r r i e d  daughers .  

I n  1705 t h e y  s o l d  b o t h  p r o p e r t i e s  t o  Joseph Xood, who owned t h e  

house  and bank l o t  n e x t  a d j o i n i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

J o s e p h  Food s o l d  t h e  T i l e  house ,  and t h e  bank l o t ,  now #53 

and #55, t o  D r .  P a t r i c k  R e i l l y  i n  1 7 1 6 .  A f t e r  D r .  ~ e i l l y ' s  d e a t h  

and t h e  m a r r i a g e  of h i s  widow t o  Gideon G r i f f i t h ,  

and s h e r i f f  f o r  a t e rm,  t h e  bank l o t  ( a l o n g  with t h e  T i l e  house )  

was s e i z e d  by t h e  s h e r i f f ,  Henry Newton, and s o l d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  

b i d d e r ,  D r .  John  Finney i n  1735. Gideon G r i f f i t h  r e c o v e r e d  t h e s e  

p r o p e r t i e s  by l a t e r  payments s t i p u l a t e d  by D r .  Finney. Both were 

a g a i n  s e i z e d  by t h e  s h e r i f f ,  and s o l d  t o  Anthony K h i t e l y  i n  1754. 



D r .  Finney paid 65 pounds f o r  t h i s  bank l o t  (B-11) oppos i te  

the T i l e  house, 600' deep, and i n  t h e  deed the  breadth is des-  

cr ibed  a s  n t h e  width of the  wharf", A s  the bank l o t  i s  known t o  

have been a t  l e a s t  60' wide i n  deeds both before and a f t e r  t h i s  

s a l e ,  t h i s  must mean t h a t  a wharf extended ac ross  the  whole water- 

f ron t .  

The bank l o t  continued t o  be so ld  with the  successive s a l e s  

of the  T i l e  house: Anthony Vihitelyls widow acquired possession of  

it i n  1758. She l a t e r  married John Passmore, survived him, and 

t h e  bank l o t  along with the  T i l e  house was sold by her  executors  

i n  1782 t o  I s r a e l  I s r a e l .  William Armstrong, t h e  innkeeper bought 

from I s r a e l  in  1796 and i n  1802, the  s a l e  i s  recorded of t h e  bank 

l o t  from Armstrong t o  W i l l i a m  Aull f o r  $900, descr ibed a s  63' wide 

on t h e  St rand and 600' deep i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  

Following t h e  death of William Aull i n  September 1803, h i s  

seve ra l  h e i r s  i n h e r i t e d  the property:  John Aull h i s  b ro the r ;  

John Bull  Jr., h i s  nephew, son of h i s  deceased bro ther  James; 

Martha Aull  McDonnel, and Mary Aul l ,  B i l l l a m ' s  s i s t e r s ;  E l i z a  

Blair S t e e l e ,  h i s  ne ice ,  daughter of h i s  deceased s i s t e r ,  Jane 

Aull Blair. I n  the  d i v i s i o n  of the  e s t a t e ,  t h e r e  were numerous 

exchanges and n s a l e s "  between t h e  h e i r s .  John Aull Sr .  was given 

power of a t t o r n e y  f o r  the o t h e r  h e i r s  i n  1803-1804. The da te  of 

the  bu i ld ing  of  t h e  two adjo in ing  br ick  houses, #53 and #65 has 

not  been determined from a v a i l a b l e  records ,  but t h e  evidence 



suggests  t h a t  they were t h e r e  a t  the time of William ~ u l l ' s  

death,  and t h a t  he may have had the 63' l o t  from Yiilliam krm- 

s t rong ,  severa l  years  before t h e  deed was recorded i n  1802. 

A 1 1  exchanges and t r a n s f e r s  between the  h e i r s  a r e  of #53 and #55 

a s  sepa ra te  p roper t i e s .  

Rachel Aull ,  widow of Kil l iam is t h e  f i r s t  recorded owner of 

#53. John Aull l a t e r ,  1826, ovined t h i s  house and l o t ,  having ac-  

quired from the  o ther  h e i r s ,  t h e i r  4/5's p a r t  i n  add i t ion  t o  h i s  

1/5. Descendants i n  the  Aull f a m i l i e s  continued t o  own #53 un- 

W til l a t e  i n  t h e  century,  27'03" wide on the  Strand by 600' deep 

i n t o  the  r i v e r .  

A t  s h e r i f f  s a l e  of t h e  house and l o t  a s  t h e  property of 

Charles and Cla ra  Spencer i n  1887, it was bought f o r  $2,100, by 

Qeorge Gray, and so ld  t h e  same year by him t o  Henry A. Dennison 

f o r  $2,250. I n  1904 it was conveyed by Henry A. Dennison t o  

El izabeth  M. Dennison; and by h e r ,  i n  1933, so ld  t o  I renee  duPont. 

P h i l i p  D. Laird bought t h e  property from I renee  dsiPont i n  1934. 

From h e i r s  of William Aull i n  1747, in  a s a l e  by Robert Qsrd- 

-_  ner ,  h e i r  of James Gsrdner, Ferdinand Lechler acquired #55, 33'-3" 
w 

r i d e  on t h e  St rand and 600' deep i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  I n  1892, Mary A. 



- 4  In all of the  exchanges, both #53 and #55,  are  " t l u ~ , ~ ~ . . ,  

houses" wi th  no i n d i c e t i o n  of any o t h e r  use .  I n  l0EC, #St 1.25 

" l a t e l y  occupied. by B. H.   atr robe" and a t  t h a t  t ime,  1t32b, o c -  

cupied by George Read 111. Heirs  o f  Ai l l iam 2111 i n c l a c e .  .. 

capenter  and seve ra l  Ph i l ade lph ia  merchants. I t  1s likely t;.:' 

all t he  bus iness  of t h e s e  men v~zs conducted a t  t h e  shops brau 

warehouses near  t h e  wharves, Gardens behind t h e  houses b r e  

mentioned i n  some of t h e  conveyances, There was an a l l e y  rlor-t;. 

of $55, between t h i s  p rope r ty  and t h e  f e r r y  house on t h e  prop- 

e r t y  of James McCallmont, nex t  door t o  t he  n o r t h ,  w h i ~ h  l e d  

p a s t  gardens t o  s torehouses  and wharves, 


