
TBIRD STHEZT 

A r c h i b a l d  Alexander  P l o t  
Houses #26 - 628 - Adjo in ing  Dutch House 

S i t e  - and &24 s o u t h  o f  #26 - #28 

(See  Fho to  # 7 3 )  

The f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  oviner o f  t h e  s i t e  nol?? occup ied  by $26-28, 

and known a s  t h e  "Alexander  houses"  from t h e  b u i l 6 e r  of  t h e  l a r g e  

a 3 u b l e  h m s e  s a c n  z f t e r  1797,  D r .  L r c h i b s l d  nlsxa;-lder, vias Anbroae 
-. 

Backer ,  a  Dutchnan. L a r i n g  t n e  Ditke o r  ~ o r i c  p e r i o d ,  i n  t h e  1 6 7 0 ' s  

Ambrose S a c k e r  !:'as a p r o 3 i n e n t  c i t i z e n .  He hzd a grolr/::n son  i n  I.Je!r: 

C a s t l e  i n  1676  and a d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  I n  1680,  b u t  x h e t h s r  he n a s  a 

r e s i d e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  Dutch p e r i o d  has n o t  baen d i s c o v e r e d .  

I n  1681,  h i s  p r o p e r t y  on T h i r d  S t r e e t  was r e - s u r v s y e d ,  and 

conf i rmed t o  him by t h e  c o u r t ,  a s  343 f e e t ,  e x t e n d i n g  from Good 

S t r e e t  ( p r e s e n t  D e l a r a r e  s t r e e t )  t o  t h e  house  and l o t  of  George 

Xore. (George I i o r e ' s  ground i n c l u d e d  t h e  Dutch house  s i t e  \vhich 

must have  been a t  tha t  t i m e  1 0 0 '  i n  b r e a d t h . )  E a c k e r ' s  p l o t  ex-  

tended  from T h i r d  t o  F o u r t h  S t r e e t ,  t h e  d e p t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

s u r v e y  be ing  169 f e e t .  

I t  i s  r e c i t e d  i n  a nevi c o n f i r r ~ a t i o n  a f t e r  ' i ' i l l i am ijenn 

came and Zacker  had been n a t u r a l i z e d  as a c i t i z e n  of  ? e n n l s  gov- 

ernment ,  t h a t  he had bought  t h e  343 f e e t  now e n c l o s e d  i n  one 

f e n c e  i n  t h r e e  s e v e r a l  p l o t s  from p r e v i ~ u s  ovrners. Kone o f  t h a s e  

owners h e s  been d i s c o v e r e d .  I n  l a t e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Axhrose 5 a c k e r ,  

h i s  name i s  a n g l i c i z e d  t o  Baker .  
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C (Alexander  P l o t ,  c o n t  l n u e d )  

B e f o r e  1693,  a t h i r t y - f o o t  l o t  liiit 'n a b r i c k  house on i t  ad- 

j o ined  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 3 a c k e r 1 s  3 4 3 ' ,  ( o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  soae  

l a t e r  i n d e n t u r e s  v:~s o r i c i n a l l y  p a r t  of iL1nbrose B a c k e r ' s  p l s t ) .  

I t  belonged i n  1 6 3 3  t o  C o r n e l i u s  Derr iclcsen,  nho t h a t  y e a r  s a i d  t h e  
7 .  

house  and l o t  t o  Beyn ie r  Vanderculen;  < z n d e r c u l e n  s o l a  nouse a ~ d  

l o t  f z r  84 pounds 1 0  s h i l l i n c : s ,  s i l v e r  tol'::a j o r  John 

son" of C e c i l  County,  Idaryland. Ths d a t e  of  r e c o r d i n s  t h i s  s a l e ,  

1696,  zlust have been l a t e r  than  ths sct'clal exchange,  f o r  3 e y n i e r  

V a n d e r c u l e n ' s  w i l l  was proved i n  A p r i l  1695.  The p r o g e r t y  aas 

bought  l a t e r  by D r .  P z t r i c k  R e i l l y ,  and t h r o ~ g h  h i s  widow ca&e 

i n t o  t h e  p o s s g s s i o n  of  Gideon G r i f f i t k  whom s h e  m a r r i e d .  C a l e b  

Pusey a c q u i r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and l e f t  i t  t o  h i s  son Thomas, xho 

soon a f t e r  1762  s o l d  t h e  30 '  l o t  with t h e  b r i c k  house  t o  D r .  John 

I n  s p i t e  o f  some l s t e r  r e c o r d s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t n i s  3Ct l o t  

o f  D e r r i c k s e n ' s  a u s t  have been a c q u i r e d  f r o q  George ;#:ore, o r  f rom 

t h e  100  f e e t  betvieen t h e  138 '  o f  t h e  Xarmony c o r n e r  l o t s  and h- 

b r o s e  S a c k e r ' s  p43 f e e t .  Sf t h e  l a t t e r  p l o t ,  2acker  i n  1693 s o l d  

8 p l o t  o f  1 2 0 t ,  s o u t h  of arid a d j o i n i n g  5 e r r i c ! r s e n t s  l o t  t o  t l a r t i n  

l i a r t i n s o n .  : . ;artinson ci ivided t h e  1 2 0  f o o t  l o t  d u r i n g  1693  and 

s o l d  t h e  n o r t h  h a l f .  The 60 '  a d j o i n i n g  D s r r i c k s e n ,  t o  j o h n  Cal- 

v e r t ,  wheelwr ight .  EJo house. 2s  ment ioned i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  deed 

f o r  t h e  p l o t  t o  C a l v e r t .    here i s  3 " b r i c k  hause"-on i t  i n  Cal -  

v e r t ' s  t ime and. a r e c i t a l  i n  a s t i l l  l o t e r  deed virongly q u o t e s  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  deed c s  s p e c i f i c c l l y  conveying t h e  b r i c k  house. 
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(Alexander  F l o t  , c o n t i n u e d )  

John C a l v e r t  l e f t  h i s  house  and l o t  t o  h i s  d z u z b t e r  S l i z a b e t h ,  

iyho a f t c r a a r d  m s r r i e d  rrzncis ; a n v i e r ,  c ~ r d r a i n e r .  F r a n c i s  J a n -  

v i e r ,  ~ h o  l i v e d  1705-1751, aas t h e  son  of t h e  f i r z t  Thomss J a n v i 2 r .  

;,fter t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  f i rs t  w i f e ,  d i i z , z b e t h  C a l v e r t ,  h e  m a r r i e d  

S a r s h  d e z a e s ,  d a u g h t e r  of  Z a e l o f f  deEdes)  . F r a n c i s  2nd ~ l i z a b e t h  
F C a l v e r t  J a n v i e r  ksd  b u t  one c h i l d ,  a sor i  ~ h o a a s .  Thomas a t  h i s  

e a r l y  d e a t h  was i n  p o s s e s s i o n  2 f  the  house  and l o t  which nas s o l d  

by t h e  e x e c u t o r  of  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  3r. Zohn Finney i n  1762.  I t  was 

soon a f t e r  t h i s  p u r c h a s e  t h a t  D r .  F inney bought  t h e  30'  p r o 2 e r t y  

a d j o i n i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  x h i c h  i n  1695 h s d  been d e s c r i b e d  by R e y n i e r  

Vanderculen  a s  "my b r i k e  house I bought  o f  C o r n e l i u s  Der ikson  ad-  

j o i n i n g  t o  widow Yialker." 

The 90' p r o p e r t y  owned by G r .  John 3 inney  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  b r i c k  

house  on t h e  30'  p r o p e r t y  h e  bought from Thomas iu-sey and t h e  

b r i c k  house t h s t  v;as on t h e  "' C a l v e r t  p r o p e r t y  ~ h i c h  h e  bought 

from t h e  e x e c u t o r  o f  Thomas J a n v i e r .  T h i s  s h o l e  p r o ~ e r t y  he l e f t  

t o  his son  David Finney i n  1774. F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  1779,  David 

Finney s o l d  t h e  whole t o  Ada3 D a y e t t .  

Ldan D a y e t t  and h i s  :;ire i ia ry ,  ir, 1797,  s o l d  t o  L r c h i b a l d  81- 

exznder  ''all that b r i c k  tenernzn t and two l c t s  of ground" with a l l  

and s i n g u l a r  h x s e s ,  bui lr2ings e t c .  e t c . ,  f o r  220 pounds,  g o l d  and 

s i l v e r  c o i n .  G r  . A r c h i b a l d  i l c x a n d e r ,  n o t e d  p h y s i c i a n  and promin- 

C 
e n t  c i t i z e n  o f  h i s  p e r i o d ,  b u i l t  h a r e  t h o  l.;,rge double  house  t h a t  

Is one o f  t h e  s t r i k i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  t o m  c e n t e r .  
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The v e r y  o l d  house incorpor : - t tcd  ? z  t h e  back x i n g  of  t h e  L1- 

h exandcp hause  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  . , ~ i v e r t  house ,  that r ; l l ~ ~ t  have 

bee3  k e p t  ug ~ n d  ircsrc.ved. by i t s  3::riers - (2nd n o t  t h e  G e r r i c k s s n  

br iclr  house, $nich !";as o l d e r  all6 Trobbb ly  v e r y  s n s l l  2.26 ~ a y  h a v e  

1 been renoved &?:"or i;k;e b u i l d i n g  oP t h e  Zlcxancier !-ioa;se, 3r l z t e r . ,  

. * ?he Alexander  hous2s  Irere 3:-tried '011 i-lil~il : . A .  Lti tck. ie ,  an  e s r l y  d r a g-  

g i s t  i n  C a s t l e ,  a l s o  a o s t m a s t e r ,  2nd i-;as i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  

- -. i ~ u g h t e r ,  .~flss S a l . l i e  R i t c h i e .  I R  1971 ,  i t  -::ss o;;:ned by ,iquiI.la 
- 

2 .  Z i z a r  and  i n  1 8 7 3  by Z i c h z r d  Soops r .  ~t r e m a i r ~ e d  i n  t h s  C o o p 3  

f a n i l y  u n t i l  1917 .  d t e r  1528, t h e  d o u k l e  h o u e s  rss used a s  two 

s e p a r a t e  d w e l l i n g s .  

The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Alexander  ho-dse on t h e  90'  l o t  mas un-  

d o u b t e d l y  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h 3 t  o f  t h e  C a l v e r t  b r i c k  house  t h a t  was 

on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  There  l;;zs t h e n  no need  t o  d i s t u r b  t h e  l i t t l e  

f r m e  hcuse  on t h e  s o u t h  e i d e  t h a t  i s  no;': i : ~ c o r ~ o r a t e d  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  #24. Judce  Rodney s a y s  t h e  o r i z i n a l  hause  mas very o l d ,  

iras o n e - s t o r y  znd. o r  the  g e n e r a l  ror:n c f  t h e  i j c t ch  house .  

Ll though a house  i s  :-lot n e n t i o n ~ d  i n  t h e  s a l e  f r o n  l.:zrt:nson 

t o  C z l v e r t  i n  1633, " t h e  l o t  a f  1 nd ~ : . i i h  a i l  t h e  f s n c i ~ g  ?.->d ia- 

p r o v e ~ s n t s "  e t c .  e t c .  could  . e l 1  i n c l u d e  a  s u b s t e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g  

EE many such  e e r l y  deeds  d i d .  

G J'us t  vhsn t h e  o l d  o n e - s t o r y  house  vns remodeled t o  t n o  s t o r i e s  

has n o t  y e t  been fo?lo:r 'eii lip i n  t h i s  s s a r c h .  
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The Imposing f a c a d e  of t h e  Alexander  Eouse i s  s o  much a p a r t  

of t h e  New C a s t l e  scene ,  t h a t  i t  i ~ o u l d  seem d e f i n i t e l y  t o  

remove it, a l t h o u g h  it is  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  C o l v e r t  house.  Th i s  

I r e p o r t  would recommend more study be g iven  t o  this phase  of  t h i s  

I p r o p e r t y  s o  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d  ~f t h e  e a r i i e r  house  sha l l  n o t  be 

I l o s t .  Likewise  x i t h  #24, f u r t h e r  r e s r a r c h  ~ i g k t  r e v e a l  t h e  c h a r-  

1 a c t e r  o f  t h a  o n e - s t o r y  house vihich i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have  been i n -  

I c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e   resent s t r u c t u r e .  Although n o t  t o o  baa a t  

I p r e s e n t ,  #28 cou ld  be improved >-iith 2 Eore  s t u d i e d  u s e  of  modern 

m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s 2 i r i t  o f  e a r i i e r  v:ork. 


