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Jeox Castle - Ares B

The present sharp contrast between the sulturel and
aesthetiec velues Of %hs eentral tOom and she mon-deseript
sharaster and unsightliness Of raw <f ($s adjasent and
outlying erees, is disturbing tO anyone ®apable Of ap-

recia the full importanse Of what i{s [eft of old New
astle. ¢ setting of 50 tiNne and rere A survival of
the 11fe and wok Of past eenturies should %4 worthy of
the ”“lt ald $nhs epproaches to the tom shouwld ao%
sause distress {O the visitor whore expestansy of ongoy-
as2% hes been stirred %y whet hs has heard OF rs2d O
New Castle, Bather, the whole enviromament should s a
goulng' foretaste end the traffie ways tnhrcugh 1t should
Anteresting beceuse of a suscessful harmonixing of old
ead new iN landssape, bulldings, and immediate roadside
rare snd planting.

Nistorieally, the torn of New Castle and |tr eavir-
onmeat, vithin € radius Of seversl milew, are insepar-
adly somnseted; oeonomisally elso, the early town sould
et Daye survived without the surrocunding plantations,
t2s OPU mesdows and woodlands. Bome hundreds Of mores
of ! and soatinuously IN use tO the present s A eom-
a0 tor the benefit Of the inhabitants, rtill sontribdute
t 0 the suppert of the tom. This soxmon, established by
the [wieh N 1884, surveyed and sonfirmed by Williem
Penn iz 1701 i3 One e¢f the mys: unusual features of
Amerisan 1 history. 5o long 13 the Trustees of
the cemmon retaln the gruont poliey fOr its use amd de-
velopment, this land will be a pretection sgeainst the
despoiling Of a large eutlying sreaj} smd on that %ne
Trustees 57 tne scmmc2 are econstituted alse a Board of
Park Commissioners for the tOwn, the eity sounsil and
the people have o fertunate stert end agensy if they
adopt a pelisy Of ssquiring axd developing more park-
land and othsr recreeation ereas,

The ®mrly townwms dependent also upor the river for
1%s 1ife 124 protection, and for thir reeson many of the
sarliest inhsbitants lived at least part of the year in
thelir tewn houses near the Strand and the Square, houses
that had gardens and fruii trees behind them. The towns-
people suitivated tasir plantetions by thelr cyz laber
and sueh fearm B#lp =: va: svailable., 8Bome Of these farms
and estates were held by mamy generations of the sams
early families and a few are still owned by deacendants
of eearly owners,



Both the land environment and the river shore fpra
a historie and scenic extension Of New Oastle tOMm, as

a8 J eontinuing sconomic one, the
Battery Parr On the seuth reserves that part a the shore
for %ne people. In the Duteh and ear| glish period, a
foot dyke at the north end of Beeond Street (then Land
Street) led seross ths parih tO tie fast-land, s mile Jhodd b
sbove the sentrel {ONN where the Dutel ¥illage of Swan-. . .. called o
rysx was |aid out in plets fasing the riveF, as they did 4.4, S..dul.
or New Qastle &trand - the houses with gardens and or- T
shards mhizd them, These plots bordered an the land S AL
side by She common and the woods where their ssttle pas-
—*& ., A few Snyedes had been the original settlers |n
this villege rite and they, with the Dutsn, sold butter
and ¢%2e¢r produce tO the people of New Baa{:lo.

In ¥he Duke ¢? York's period there v:: a [x¥sn
fatheran shurch at Bwanwyek, and in addition so ‘#he foot-
vy up mlong the river t0 "the street before the houses®,
t hem vas alse a "Swanwyek road” branching sff the King's
road to Ohristine and turn directly east tO the river,
entering the street before the houses through wha wsas
later the Buttonwood estete Of the Rogers family. Bwen-
¥7¢k extended Up through what is rov Lukens Stuwpd Loempeny
land within New Castle boundaries. The mite of the early
houses is still mot built ON, end their feundatioms have
tesn dissovered under the rail. This is ome of the ssenic
antngojponts’ 1l 422 the Delaware, and .while it is still

ossible, a walk Or drive should be planzsd frem New
astle ihrough the site of Swanwyck 23 part of a plam %0
reserve, 2> Al lews% keep open, this historieally {n-
teresting wnd originally extremely besutiful streteh of
river territory fer 3he emjoyment Of the people. The
Lukens Company several years ago rz: =uch interested in
the his%orieal baskgroumd Of the rite.

Rfforss t O keep the river -ar?in open tso the people
should + stimulated ¥y 324 fate Of Wilmington aad
all the sommunities aleng tho upper river in Delaware -
where the whols river-front is commercielly approprissed
Or otherwise shut ¢ff, with Nnot even aspler upon whieh
the people 2:7 go {0 enjoy the beauty the river asd
the pageant oOf shippimg on it.

In the rural distrists about New Castle, the num-
ber ¢! mansion u d Senant houses, berns, and other wmild-
Aings that survive from thewry early pseriodi is belliseved
5o 4 greater |Or the size of .the ares than saywhere else
in the eastern states. These buildings are rostly Of
risk, O few of frame sonstrustion, and in some scases
early | 0g, plsnx or brisk small houses are ineorperated
inte the i;'r;or later-bullt 2ous4s, AS leanst 2 few of
the early frsme buildings, elspboarded om the eutside,
had walls filled with driek moggimg.*
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Some Of the best nown places end buildings ere the
following!t

014 Bves Plasa "River Bank™, north §f the Button-
woods, one and ome half miles northseast Of Nex Castle,
House .l1% between 1700 and 1750 - bdriek walls -~ [TDIMN
ish boad en the front, masonry sellar, low atiie - soms
modern additions,

. BuStenwoeds - Xouse Kirk with bassment mear ground
level, 2nd story | N gambrel roof, four chino{ stacks -
sarliest part about 1700 -~ several later additions - ax-
sellemt Brisk barn sbout 1881,

- The Janvier plsece opposite tns Glebe
property, Swo and ¢«zx: half story house, three stories N
fromt. Fenant house - oldest pari, early 1700's - $vo
later additlions, mMoll worth rutoring and preserving.

- West of tho Pibre Works - house duil: de-
tween 1750 and 1800 - two and one helf stories and
basgnent - stone foundations, brick sbove - roar *im-
provenents" ocut of keeping with the original.

Barnpitage - West of New Cestle where the ¥Williem
Pean 3shool is em part of plot. Early 18th untur; -
two aad ens half story briesk dwelling with later sddi-
sions. The lefest part was built 1818 by 3ezeater Fico-
las VanDyke, A lawyer in New Castle, rho used this plaes
with i% farm land 2s a summer home - omly a half mile
from his town house. This whole estate, now fer sale,
well worth buying and restoring - ideal site for effises,
repair shops, hotel, and parking.

, m— House scuth of New Castle on Lightheuse
Lane, t detween 1700 axd 1950 - two stories and low
attis ~ brisk (with stuses) - ez interesting srshites-
Farel features =2¢ so well reflests the feel and 1ife
of the psriocd in the mamsion houss of a plsamtation that
it s d %4 restored snd preserved.

~ Bwanwysk (Regency House) - see part IV of this re-
pore.

The Historisal Ameriean Buildings' Survey Of this
area yas never Tinished, but {%: work gives details
about the feregoing and a number of ethers.

* my father made alterations t0 i« house (that I ghink War
near Newpert) whieh had a large frame kitshen (the whole
Wisye original heuse) with a luge stone fireplase and
shimney, L2 whieh ha found all four wall: tO be filled
with small field stones. /3



The early territory of wrich New Castle was the
eapisal extended from the Christins %: Boembay Hook.

. 22 was »uzht from the Indlmlgg Peter Btuy-
vesant rhsx he i1t Fort Sasimir | 0 1, and was s8¢~
quired EX the eity Of Amsterdsm 23 paynon& $f 2 dedt D
the Duteh tart Irdis QGompany whieh esnsinued tO Bold the
land above thée Ohristine and the ¢trade ON t2e¢ plver.
Besides Swanwysk, the Rew Amstel territory and laeter
thet of New Oastle, included 4§24 site Of several other
early settlements, notadly Orane Hook nearer the Ohrig-
tina, whose sites 2rv the object ¢f frequent; interest
smong tourists whose ancestors lived i» this sounty OFr
woo for other remsons are intereassd |a its hi-ter{.
Also, as New Oustle sentimued {0 t+ the county-seat wn-
til 1881, fta historisal importance appeals to the
eounty oS QA whole and these facts provide tho basis for
cooperation with ecunty sgeneies ir thO proteection, res-
toration, ir restrieted development of the Her 01;‘10
environment,

Yev Castle County Ra: O ssunty bullding scde ereated
by legislature ast of 1343, and may soon have szoning power.
The latter =227 nmow 34 gran&.d t0 ineorporated towns under
the atate constitutienz the proposal to amend $he Consti-
tution (O inelude ¢suztles, whish passed the 1545 session,
is expeeted %o receive the required ratification by the
1547 session. A b»ill is deing introdused tO lsment
soning power fer Kew Castle County as soon as the amend-
T304 ratified.

The Yevw Castle County Reglonel Planzing Commission
has as its purposes under ths layi "promoting health,
sefety, prosperity and general welfare, 1: vasll as se-
suriang so-erdinated plans for roads, stresis, highways,
thoroughfares, railways, public bulldings, parks, yark-
w73, playgrounds, sivie ssnters, mii¢r supplies, sew-
S 1M senie disposal, dreinage 1xd Oother improvements
15¢ utilities--" pr.von%in; (3.5 unnocf--nry dupliecation
of sush wtilities and fmprovements. !z jJurisdistion is
all of I+y Castle bounty outsids Of ineorporated munisi-
pal sreas. It has power tO g9 uUpon eny lend private Of
Yuhlic for survey purposes - and violations of Lits regu-

ations are punishable in the eourts,

The town o¢f New Castle ¢ould readily sesure legis-
lative apprevel {O strengthen its >ullding eode and
sould Snast soning ordinences. With these it sould work
out in gogperstion vitr the eounty suthorities 1 plez
for sscrdimating the elements o7 1 town-and-sountry plaz
for all futuroe developments,



Bdueational publieity On the historie past of areas
about New Cestle as well es Of tne town plots and build-
ilngs, should enlist interest Of Oowners and tenants emnd
t?e people gensrelly in setive sooperation with such a
plan.

The New Castle Gardsn Club and the State Natural
Histery Soclety might provide $he Information for re-
storing t he rieh and varied flora of the virgin land, to
available mress.

The New Castle Historisal Soclety m=iznt publish &
new edition ¢f Nay Castle on the Delaware, {0 inslude
research and develepments since the last edition w:s
printed.

The Delaware Swedish Coloniml Soesiety and the
Tri-Stats Reglonal Planning Commimsion sculd assist
In their respective fields.

Chenges in traffic, effest ufon tourist volume,
end other sspeets and results of (a) the building of

t he Delaware River Bridge at Pigeon Point, rith ap-
proaches t0 ‘Des relocated somewhere between State Eoad
and Lauders Lang, through Rew Gastle environs, should
be studied - (b) also the same in sonnection with the
expected granting of use Of the New Castle iAlr Bese &s
a service pascenger ailPOrt with seheduled flights by
several bl? commercial air lines, mational and inter-
national, that have applied.

Logically, Area B should embrase a county-wide
regran in t he spirit of the historian, George Mascaulay
velyan's gloa for Bngland, "Must Englend's Besuty
Perish?" . with 0ld New Gastle, te carly sapital, as

fts senter. 3
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