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Qbarartar, Bxtant rmrd 818nltitmnoa 
of tha 81ba m d  Bnfiponmaat 

of Bar Qartla In tha 
Qolonial Period 



A t  tho s i t e  of I o r  Oar t lo  Pe te r  Stuyvesant, dlroe- 
to r-  onqral ef I o r  Hotharlmd in iner1.a found tho mKoy % t o  t l South P i r e r m  af tho  Dutah. Fo r t  duirir, h1.h 
ho b u l l t  hero I n  1661, borram the mstrongth  of t h e  r l vo rn  
duriqjg tho  Dutah e r ied  l a d  t h a t  of tho Bngllrh under tho 1 Duke o f  Io rk  rh la  followad. 

U l l l i a m  Ponn, having roawod propr ie tary  r i g h t s  t o  
the  P ~ a r i a o e  sf Ponnsylrania, n d e  gnxloua and detoralaed 
of for t  t o  roeure t i t l e  t o  tho h l a r a r o  eountiee In o d o r  
t o  a n O r e l  t h e  r l r o r  as h i s  "gateway t o  tho roa." P a m  
m o t 0  i n  1'100, i n  eomo6tfoa with t h e  eo l loa t lon  of e m -  - at  How Cart lo,  that .no plaao l n  t he  Rlror  o r  Bay 
v iq lds  tho prorpoot thQt I6 a t  Nor Oaartle - mooing 80 
milor @no ray  and a doeen tho other ,  any vossel aomlng 
or going, e i t h e r  up o r  down@" 

The g rea t  r lvor  uhieh the  Duteh had dimaororod i n  
1609 l a d  by the Bn l l s b  navigator,  Honry M s o n  and 

"Q 8 .h ioh tho B l i s h  apta ln  Arg.11 named in 1010 l o r  tho 

f oremor  of l rg ln i a ,  Lord delaWarr, r t l r r a d  t h e  t rad-  
ng asp i r a t l oa r  of revoral Buro man aationm. Lyrie re- R p o r t s  of i t 8  po r6 lb l l i t l oe  r o a r  ad them $bough tho 

ear l f  aarigmtoru who were lmpresaed by i t 8  "mperb 
boauty" as r o l l  ar its value a6 a eoragaoroidl thor-  
oughiaro, l n t o  rtrleh might be rod a r i o h  p e l t  aad f'%w 
t r ade  from the  fores ted  roglons beyond I t 8  ahorma. 
Added t a l o s  of tho abundant food reprorooted by i t 8  
fauna and f l o r a  and the  f e r t i l e  r o l l  of  t h e  r i v e r  bor- 
d e r ~ ,  i n r l t o d  We omtabllrbment ef penaanont t rading 
r t a t l ons ,  whleh r i g h t  s u w l r e  and f l ~ u r l s h  aron &n 
tho hazards ef the  long oaoan voyage dolayed suppllos 
from b a a .  

Tho Du%ah, who crlalmod the  Delaware Rlror  by 
r i g h t  of diroovery and alalntod the Hudson River a l r o  by 
t h e  rens r i g h t ,  made the northorn r i v e r  the  sit0 of t h e i r  
mp1tal.r Whllo doroleping t h l e  upper region they 
r t ro t ah rd  a long a m  t o  t h e i r  "South Blvor" ihrotagh the 
a r t l r iOy  of trader8, end m f o r t  with ro ld ie ra  at tho  
mlto of preeent Bloserstor. It: was &on i t  bermo neuos- 
r u y  t o  protoet  t ho l r  xndien t r ade  on thlr r i v e r  f m r  
tho Grodsr rho had mottled along it baginning; la 1638, 
ira th. mouth of t h e  ~ ~ ~ i a t i n a  aarhh hr iq  reat- 
k r e d  f ian ta t ionr  mouth of t he  ~ h r l r t f n a ,  t h a t  Potor 
8-orant ahoso the 6 t o  of Eow Oart lo a8 tho p l a r e  
tl on rbhh a r lng le  f o r t f f l r a t l o n  r6uld roaaaand tho whole 
r f rer emd ragion. 



9 the r i te  of Bow Oartlo, Indian8 eame from the  

oaah marrh a sroek amptiad i ~ t o  #o r ivar .  Tho aharaa- 
t e r  qf $ha 80i1, m d  thr hatural feaburor l ad le i tod  mat 
barer damb abng tho rk re l r a  hnd a a u o d  *ha r i a h  r l l t  
from fho f8per ted . land t o  overflow m6h of tho s l t o .  
T o b y  t h s  r o l l  i a  m i l t  1s- over r a a t k r e d  beds of deep 
fine rand. betwoen the prorent  cranal and m i l l  sraak 
the  a l t o  of the tom rangom from t6 t o  76 f e e t  above 

I O Y ~ I .  

ban tho  sandy p s i a t  of land that juttred out bp- 
olld tho  p romnt  f e r r y  wharf, tho f i r r t  Dutsh oql lo re rs  
n a o  r l v o r  aalled the e l t o  @f I08 Carble I a a&h 

t h o  river ran deep and 61ear r looe t o  the p$%t a0 that 
thm @ling  rhigr ~f the roftloment day8 aould unload 
upon -t4ro n a l l  wharf b u i l t  b.108 t h e  fert. !ho m o u t h  
of $ha ereoka t o  tho north of l h ,  war deep baough 
$0 afford rmfo harbor from winter o t o m  f o r  rlrraller 
crMLIC. Uter the point  m e  warhod away by r o a t  r t o r u ,  t &0 fwrt of thara  roeordad be- $hat e f  1 64, lhrn $he 
mwlv-bullt p a l i ~ a d o  d l  before the to* u d  the pimp, 
rdrm 46rtroyed by %ha l a ~ b h q  of the w t o r  lhat throat-  
mod t o  mdemlne a e  f o r t  l t r o l f .  

fa Wn ths w b l o  r b r o  roaedod to sonu oxfont, 
.nd l8lt.r &ha building o f  p i o t r  rausod ard flat8 t o  Be- 
vex- e+.r the 8aY baa. 

brpnd tho bordering #~rmhoi~ end rtream vmlloys 
laerth mB routh of Oi(, p la in  M e h  formed the tom a l t o ,  
*ha laad atrotehad away mortly lave1 a vary gent ly  

t e  the dhrlltlaa rrook on thr ner th  and the 
Appoq re11i8 n h h k  arook on tho  mouth. This was *ha roeion 
r o o t  ink%ma*ely eonbetad m i #  the t o m  and the  It*. of 
i t r  p o d @ ,  Qogobhror w i t h  thr woodlmd or f o r a r t  askand- 

.re#,$ ns tar au a ran roufd n l k  $n four or f ivo dnya. 

?olltlrrrl~y, a 0  -1m o f  $ha Delaware B i v e  ?allay, 
on W went m i  l irsa the -la a t  tho r i b  of TP+n$on, 
and 6n both @I t mr fima 8ho r i te  of Blauaaater, maw Jar- 
r ay  #@ ewaa, *anr*ltubaQ kho r lng lo  aroa of t rado  
and r o t t l u r e n t  nor Ibieh crontrol m a  a e a b r o d  a t  Bow 
Qemtla in bho DPtah timd e a r l y  Bnglirh poPloQ. 



I n  tpa r e t t l a u n t  day., raw Oemtla, @a the wkey t o  
the r i v e r  war r potent ia l  natropol ls  and graat  8omar- 
elal port, Yon 8f vir ion p o u t e d  t h i r  out  t o  Buropoan 
krading rogpaniar and l o  m a r s  af European sounti?ier; 
but tha  timar ware not propitiotrr, Tho ulrdom a ~ d  how- 
ledga requirad t o  a r t ab l i rh  Tlotrr)irhlng ooloniar and t o  
maintain fha had*  and s s fa ty  of %he pmopla wera not 
eombinad w l t h  tha naearearf powar and meanr t o  t h a t  and. 
Rhlla a jmlour  .Pabitl@n raoul4er@d la  the  Wart8 ef 
8DIRa P O I U ' ~  &lldl~lmll .ad g-8 in m o p e ,  8Oma 
hardier and wiser laadara r e t t l a d  a taw hundrad eaeb of 
81ada8, hatah and l h g l i r h  i n  hirn, apon t h e  ro l l .  Tha 
baalare @f th r re  rettlaments wsra unable t o  provida 
muirieiant rupport from homo, and the Infant eoloriy a t  
the r i t e  of l e u  Cartla,  ruffarad 88 did kha others, from 
piaay physleal Bardshipr .ad .I r o  -om tha S n j ~ s t i r o a n d  
rlmfortmr that rartal tei  from ehmglog r e l f u r  i n  eon- 
tT01, md worn p o l i t l e a l  dimrpption, 

I n  &pike a? obrtaalas proranted a t  every Wrn by 
mran and ma- Ear Cart la  .lowly grau, kaaplng and at- 
t r ro t ing  nnd t i v h g  birth t o  u n  of tha  f l b r a  and eharae- 
t o r  *ha% bad rwah t o  do with Delaware'r beboning and out- 
atanding eoloay moag tha or iginal  thi r tean,  The utran'th, 
mp i r i t  aad ri8dom of ~ a l e u a r a ~ r  progrars toward h d a -  

mridafi( aelf-govaraunt lare I r u  O u t l a ,  It6 eapl ta l ,  the  
h m t o t ~  imporbnee lt demenrd. 8.re tho ~orernmant 
of tha enlong and .tat@ had i t8  be innlngr end its powth. f Harm ia tha old eourt hotua tha ao onlal  ar~embly paamlb 
the rasdlutionr @sat Cupported Dolawtmetu 8istlnguimhad 
dalogatas i n  t ib r a ~ r i o a e  of tha Uontbental Oongrerr; 
brr,  a t  andorred m a  D a s l ~ r a t i o n  df Iadepandeneeo snd hem 
the .onvantimi met whish d r r i t ad  the first eolutf tut ion 
of m a  atat@. 

T h  lq-a p a r t  playad by Irr ~ a r t l a ' r  anrimnmont 
In t h  t o d r  growth and lmporbanae ha8 nerap b a n  ade- 
quataly rtredaad, Tbe h a  his tory of t ha  people on 
the fanu mad l n  fhr M a t s  and v i l l age  uormaunities 
f r o m  &ai r  f i r r t  planting and mattlament, hmr boon barely 
towhsd won In ma8h h l r t o r i r a l  rtudier, a r  have b a n  made 
and abl t~hed.  Muah of tha r a t e r i d  f o r  ruah bi6tory 
hmr g @ma l..art, Eno h remainm t o  lndieate tht through- 
mat aha solenfa1 POP ed tha l i f e  ef tho tom ra6 axmap- 
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'=! 
. r a b l ~  ilsorra.tl*ad wltb that of the  mmoundiry aar~atwy. 

I ~ w  bas.41e, baridem being *ha colonial cragital, . a m  
@a moat csf $he eaur t r  and rstaaty ~ovarmunb. I* n 8  
*a vetl.&@ p lam f'sr the mmml alocltionr t o  mh$6h 11111 
h @l?rrshPa  ma^ t 8  bar* t h a l r  -tor frmm rill hm- 
brm $*f' #la eounty. 



After Penntr a r r iva l ,  the tom hoeme the @enter of 

a the r i r o l a  tha t  defined a e  Boundary of Mae eouaw, t he  
lS?*dl@ -dim I l h l ~ h  th. 8lml0 war establirhed k- 
8.a t a t t l ng lv  J *the end o t  t$. horse 4ykea, th. thar- 
oughfam $bat mmeutad the born w $ t h  the plantationr and 
re t t leadnt r  abme it, After the eupola war Wlt on 
r o ~ m u a ,  *lo k 6 u e  the m n t a r  of the runey,  

TLuthorre 0r bread m e  ever the aarrh nor* of tbo 
t o m  and the  aawewry ever the  marsh t o  the  r m t h  of me 
tom ma planunbd tho r i ve r  am ara3nes of rollPrmnleatioa 

P P u on 8h dapmded the rooial,  oeononie, and pol l t lonl  
1 f a  of e-1y Raw Oartla, 

A w e  t h o  tom, lshe country extending north to  the 
Chrlrt lna had r w m l  @enterm of po ulationr; the mare r t  
and moat i n t h a t a l y  rennested with P he l i f e  of the torn 
.a8 Imnwyuk, a mile up the r iver  shore frm Mew Castle 
(within the r i t e  aor omad by the Lukenr e t ae l  ~ o q p a n ~ r )  
.her@, begiaaiw In 1606, h.or 14 t o  @O plots  of land 
bad 4 eptrlaQioa abiefly of PI1hh, pinnr, m d  sweder, 
r ou  04 mom ar 1.- 86 the 1 6 ~ 8  ~ e d e d  la t r rp r r t e r r  
to put the i r  e t l t ions  en %erkimony before the rourts, E M t a r  1664, t ems were Xnglirh owner6 of plantations 
hem 1n m4dltion t o  $he elder r r t t l e r r .  

A reooad eomaeaunlty mar Orang Hook, l$ing norm of 

a swmnwyuk between tho -re mnd the road frola Her Oertl-a 
tc Ohrlrf 1.a ia r ry  - .hiah war on the general route of 
the rerent River Road, Bere 16 t o  e0 plot8 were famed, 
rhie  h y by Finnrand Bweder, 

Dots S+aa+pek and Ozrre &ok bad s large area of 
summon land, mrt of it meodlsrtd, lying wart of th@ eul- 
t i n t e d  plots  along the Delaware River, 

Ilearer (3hPirtlaa, Sweder, BInnr and Bngllmh had 
plrntatlonr extending fram the h l r r e r e  Blrer, west& 
along tha Ohrfrtrlna valley. 

In a l l  there ~ o ~ l t i a r ,  remident8 of Her Oamtls 
were among t h e  owners of farm, rmnll or  lar8e. 

The se t t l ea rn t  about the fer ry  soroar We Chriatlna 
Creek, sear  tho prerent 8lke  af the 8redirh mnmmnt rod , rar oal1.d OlwirtiPsarr Po Muin w i t h ,  but moon be- ::: nObi.trenn h mrt eu(amporary ream*. 

m e  faOherurr at  BtaatyqL - Olrrtcrh 8s 11111 rs @matem - 
had r tber4 1~ B)re earl m l i a h  pwiod (and par- 
hapa bmfom); rt brma bok &- war a lutharur -rh 
In 18US. The Du%h ehtmeh I m a  tern ef k r  O u t l e  m a  
ef m e  RafOSrud filth, apd dwlw M a h  r b n % ~ o l  and l a t a r  
omatl~uad la $hat faith Until the rongzwgatlon ru rb- 
r e b e d  by the Prerbyterius, 



In 1699 artar tha Brodlrh Lutheran Qhureh (018 
swadqm) wu Lilt auw the ~ h r i ~ t t n a ~  the Crane ~ o o k  
ahu~ab  ras abandoaed. 'hr. 8lamrrqrb ahurrh bed elraady 
dlrbandad for la& Of & t ~ l a ? 6 m m  

4BouWi e f  M ~ T  Oastlr,  in the Ihltoh and P.rly png1l.h 
parlod, wlbiolu aecrioae WON held on lsntatlgns aoar 
tha famy bt. h e m o v a  e a o k t  rand r o  at tha famy 
oror the ippoqtriWnk, grwant  Odsesa. 
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