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remain in contfol of the Delaware, but dark clouds were beginning
to gather on thg horizon.

On March 12, 1664, Charles II granted to his brother James,
Duke of York (who would later become James II), a patent
conveying proprietary rights to the land in America from the St.
Croix River in New England to and including the east side of
Delaware Bay. The grant embraced most of New Netherland, as
well as part of the New Albion tract granted Sir Edmund Plow-
den in 1634, but which he had not succeeded in colonizing. The
grant to the Duke did not, however, include New Amstel, the
Hoerenkil, nor the other territory occupied by Dutch, Swedes,
and Finns along the west side of the Delaware. War was then in
the making between England and Holland (it broke out April
20, 1665) and the Duke was not deterred by any fear of antagon-
izing the Dutch, with whom relations were already strained almost
to the breaking point. Furthermore, he ignored Plowden’s rights
to New Albion, whose charter, incidentally, had been inherited by
Thomas Plowden, Sir Edmund’s son. Indeed, the Duke didn’t
seem concerned if he overlapped the territory of the Baltimores.
Therefore, when he sent over a fleet from England to seize and
exercise ownership over his grant, he instructed his officers to
capture all of New Netherland, including the western side of the
Delaware River.

Governor Stuyvesant surrendered New Amsterdam, as the
Dutch then called their town on Manhattan Island, to the
superior English force consisting of four warships. Colonel
Richard Nicholls, *“ a groom of the Duke’s bedchamber,” who
was in command of the expedition, was also the deputy-governor,
appointed by the Duke as his chief administrator in the new
territory. Assisting Nicholls were three commissioners, one of
whom, Sir Robert Carr, an ambitious but impecunious nobleman,
was to play an important part in bringing English rule to the
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