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Review of Delaware Education 
Delaware  Schools have passed through five distinct periods tury, when the State assumed increasing responsibility for or- 
of organization, the first occupying that time during the early ganization and financial support of education in Delaware. 
colonization and settlement and lasting until the early 19th Cen- 

Independent Private or Church Schools 

Prior to 1817, there was no State or local financial support for 1797, legislation was enacted which provided that these school 
any education in the colonial or early statehood period. Educa- funds were to be invested in several banks of. Delaware and 
tion, then, depended on the action of the church, of the corn- the nation ( 2  Del. L. 133). The idea seems to have been that 
munity, or of the individual; in fact, reading, writing, and the interest on these invested funds was to provide financial 
arithmetic were taught more in the home than in any public support for an educational system; however, no withdrawal 
group situation. for school purposes was authorized for twenty years. 

Historical records show that the Dutch sent a teacher to New 
Castle (New Amstel) in 1657 or 1658. The Swedes taught 
their children in the home and engaged a schoolmaster in 1699. 
Other records indicate that the Friends provided in 1682 that 
school buildings should be erected for the education of the 
young. This pattern of education in the home or iri a small 
group taught by a schoolmaster in some donated or rented 
building or a church continued during most of the 18th 
Century. The itinerant schoolmaster, compensated by weekly 
fees, often of produce, or by subscription payments, was a 
common educational personality during this time. 

The earliest indication of State interest in education occurred 
on February 9, 1796, when the General Assembly created a 
school fund, the source of which was to be marriage and tavern 
license fees (2 Del. L. 105). One year later, on January 24, 

Shortly after the passage of the a d  creating the school fund, 
several communities established subscription schools, and the 
General Assembly gave its stamp of approval by incorporation 
of the schools, which enabled the school trustees to own and 
manage property and to collect by legal means delinquent sub- 
scription pledges. A few of these early incorporated schools 
are noted in the separate school district organizational develop- 
ment outlines. 

Other private schools of this era, usually supported by sub- 
scriptions, were Female Harmony Society, incorporated Jan- 
uary 28, 1817 ( 5  Del. L. 123) ; Brandywine Manufacturers 
Sunday School, incorporated January 29, 1817 (5 Del. L. 131); 
and St. James School (Millcreek Hundred), incorporated Jan- 
uary 20, 1808 (4 Del. L. 52).  

Early School Organization 

In February, 1817, legislation was passed to authorize the 
expenditure of the proceeds of the school fund, which had 
been established twenty years earlier, to begin schools in each 
hundred for poor children ( 5  Del. L. 146). These schools, 
as was to be expected, became known as pauper schools and 
were not very popular since, of course, -a family admitted 
poverty when its children attended such an organized school. 
The law further provided that appointed representatives in 
each hundred should lay out these schools. The records show 

that at that time there were nine hundreds in New Castle 
County: Appoquinimink, Brandywine, Christiana, Mill Creek, 
White Clay Creek, New Castle, Red Lion, Pencader, and 
St. Georges; five in Kent County: Duck Creek, Little Creek, 
St. Jones, Murderkill, and Mispillion; and nine in Sussex 
County: Cedar Creek, Broadkill, Baltimore, Lewes and Reho- 
both, Indian River, Dagsborough, Broad Creek, Little Creek, 
and Northwest Fork. 
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